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§ 19.78 Approval of qualifying docu-
ments.

The regional director (compliance) is
authorized to approve, except as other-
wise provided in this part, all qualify-
ing documents, including bonds and
consents of surety, required by this
part.

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1349, as
amended, 1394, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5172,
5551); sec. 805, Pub. L. 96–39, 93 Stat. 275, 276
(26 U.S.C. 5171, 5173))

§ 19.79 Discontinuance of storage fa-
cilities.

When the regional director (compli-
ance) finds that any facilities for the
storage of spirits on bonded premises
are unsafe or unfit for use, or that spir-
its stored are subject to great loss or
wastage, he may require the dis-
continuance of the use of such facili-
ties and require the spirits contained
therein to be transferred to such other
storage facilities as he may designate.
Such transfer shall be made at such
time and under such supervision as the
regional director (compliance) may re-
quire and the expense of the transfer
shall be paid by the owner or the ware-
houseman of the spirits. Whenever the
owner of such spirits or the warehouse-
man fails to make such transfer within
the time prescribed or to pay the just
and proper expense of such transfer, as
ascertained and determined by the re-
gional director (compliance), such spir-
its may be seized and sold in the same
manner as goods sold on distraint for
taxes, and the proceeds of such sale
shall be applied to the payment of the
taxes due thereon and the cost and ex-
pense of such sale and removal, and the
balance shall be paid over to the owner
of such spirits.

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1369, as
amended (26 U.S.C. 5236))
[T.D. ATF–198, 50 FR 8464, Mar. 1, 1985; 50 FR
23410, June 4, 1985]

AUTHORITIES OF ATF OFFICERS

§ 19.81 Right of entry and examina-
tion.

Any ATF officer may at all times, as
well by night as by day, enter any dis-
tilled spirits plant, or any other prem-
ises where distilled spirits operations
are carried on, or structure or place

used in connection therewith for stor-
age or other purposes; to make exam-
ination of the materials, equipment,
and facilities thereon; and make such
gauges and inventories as he deems
necessary. Whenever any ATF officer,
having demanded admittance, and hav-
ing declared his name and office, is not
admitted into such premises by the
proprietor or other person having
charge thereof, he may at all times,
use such force as is necessary for him
to gain entry to such premises.

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1357, as
amended (26 U.S.C. 5203))

§ 19.82 Detention of containers.

Any ATF officer may detain any con-
tainer containing, or supposed to con-
tain, spirits when such officer has rea-
son to believe that the tax imposed by
law on such spirits has not been paid or
determined as required by law or this
part, or that such container is being re-
moved in violation of law or this part.
Every such container may be held by
the ATF officer at a safe place until it
shall be determined whether the prop-
erty so detained is liable by law to be
proceeded against for forfeiture. How-
ever, such summary detention shall
not continue in any case longer than 72
hours without process of law or inter-
vention of the regional director (com-
pliance), unless the person in posses-
sion of the container immediately
prior to its detention, in consideration
of the container being kept on his
premises during detention, executes a
waiver of the 72-hours limitation on de-
tention of the container.

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1375 (26
U.S.C. 5311))

§ 19.83 Samples for the United States.

Any ATF officer is authorized to
take samples of spirits, denatured spir-
its, articles, wines, or any other mate-
rials which may be added to such prod-
ucts for analysis, testing, or other de-
terminations to ascertain whether
there is compliance with the provisions
of law and regulations. When such sam-
ples are removed from the bonded
premises, the ATF officer shall give
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